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Position paper on the public consultation for the revision of      21-11-2022 

EU Council Regulation 95/93 (‘EU Slot Regulation’)  

 

The current EU Slot Regulation was adopted in 1993 and no longer meets today’s requirements. Revision is 

needed to make better use of the scarce airport capacity and to take the strategic importance of airfreight 

and logistics more into account. The revised Slot Regulation should give Member States more flexibility to 

take the local situation into account and for instance to allow Member States to distinct between the 

segments passenger and full freighter in the allocation of slots. 

 

Full freighters are important for cargo hub Schiphol and the Dutch economy 

Full freighters are for several reasons important for the network quality of Amsterdam Airport Schiphol 

and at the same time for the Dutch economy.  

- full freighters contribute to making Inter Continental (ICA) connections profitable, and have made 

it possible to maintain ICA-connections during COVID-times.  

- the offering of sufficient choice between belly freight and full freighter transportation supports 

freight forwarders in their logistics processes. 

- the value of full freighters for Schiphol’s network quality is important for the connectivity of the 

Netherlands and for the rest of northwest Europe. Full freighters are essential for many 

companies and industries with an international value chain (ASML, Yamaha, Flower Auction, 

Schlumberger amongst others).	

 	

The position of full freighters is at risk  

Amsterdam Airport Schiphol is a highly congested airport due to the nationally agreed slot-cap of 500.000 

slots per year. Full freighter operations comprise approximately 3% of the number of movements at 

Schiphol. At the same time, cargo represents approximately 25% of the economic added value (!). Due to 

the slot-cap and the unprecedented growth of leisure carriers the position of full freighters has been under 

pressure for several years. In 2018, the amount of slots allocated to full freighter operations decreased by 

10.4%, followed by 11.5% decrease in 2019. During the corona-period – a period without slot constraints - 

the number of freighter movements at Amsterdam Airport Schiphol doubled at certain moments in time, 

emphasizing the strategic importance of this mode of transport. 

 

The reason full freighters are under pressure is that they - due to the demand driven nature of air cargo 

(flowers in high seasons, medicine for pandemics for example) -  not always fly on time nor always in the 

same weekly schedule. So, full freighters are not always eligible for grandfather rights, and/or loose 

grandfather rights if they fail to meet the 80% criterium.  

	

Researchers recently warned that full freighters at Schiphol Airport are at risk to be pushed away from 

Amsterdam Airport Schiphol as soon as the slot-cap will be reached. This will harm the Dutch economy and 

will also result in an unnecessary number of road trucking movements.  
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This issue needs to be addressed  

Because 90% of all air cargo in The Netherlands is shipped through Amsterdam Airport Schiphol (the rest is 

shipped via Maastricht Aachen Airport) a solution for this strategic traffic segment is needed. The current 

EU Slot Regulation hardly provides ways to do this, resulting in the loss of important trade connections and 

inefficient use of cargo infrastructure.  

	

The Dutch Aviation Act and the EU Slot Regulation instruct Schiphol to act in a way that promotes 

the development of Schiphol’s network quality by way of an optimal use of the airport. Article 3.2a of 

the Schiphol Group Articles of Association state the following: ‘The objective of the company includes: to 

continue to and to promote the continuation, quality and network development of Schiphol airport as a 

vital link in the economy of the Netherlands.’ 

 

The current EU Slot Regulation and ambitions concerning economy, vital trade connections and 

sustainability seem to be at odds 

	

Possible ways of solving this problem 

Air Cargo Netherlands strongly suggests to revise of the EU Slot Regulation. Making it possible for Member 

States to differentiate - in a non-discriminatory1, objective and transparent way – between the segments 

passenger and full freighter in the allocation of slots. The distinction between pax and full freighters is not 

artificial, but reflected in the airport’s infrastructure and operation.  

 

Another suggestion is to give the slot coordinator the possibility to reserve a certain number of slots for ad 

use for full freighters operations only.  

 

This is in line with the way scarcity on railway tracks is being distributed. Here we see a combination of a 

well described minimal operating level for rail cargo (# of train paths/hour) combined with a yearly 

reservation for ad hoc train paths. 

 

Developments in eAviation 

The aviation industry is known for its climate impact. A wide variety of innovations, both related to aircraft 

technology and to ground service equipment are being introduced. These technologies will not only make 

current aircraft operations more sustainable but will also enable new regional air services for passengers. 

The revised EU Slot Regulation should allow exceptions based on the differences between conventional 

operations and eAviation operations. 

We are open for further discussion and ready to contribute to this process.  

Kind regards, also on behalf of FENEX and TLN, 

Maarten van As 

Managing Director Air Cargo Netherlands 

Flamingoweg 13 

1118 EE Schiphol 

+31 6 15276115 

maarten.van.as@acn.nl 

 

 
1 The pax and the full freight segment are two non-competing modes of transports.  


