
 

The Voice of the Dutch Air Cargo Industry 
 
Instructions COVID rules protocol for crew members* 
(v. 29-01-2021a / guidance, not a guideline) 
 

Since Saturday January 23, 2021, all passengers and crew are obliged to have conducted an antigen test of a 

maximum of 4 hours old before boarding the flight to the Netherlands.  

 

As multiple airlines have indicated that this is not feasible for them, an alternative test protocol for aviation 

crew has been issued, see NOTAM A0186/21 (alternative testing protocol for aircrew).  

 

This alternative means that the airline company establishes a protocol that offers at least an equivalent level of 

protection as achieved by complying with the regular testing obligation in the Netherlands. 

 

Based on NOTAM A0186/21, the Dutch Ministry of Infrastructure and Water Management invites airlines to 

provide them with a detailed protocol on how the above mentioned elements are implemented during flights to 
the Netherlands. This protocol should describe as completely as possible the measures the airline takes on 
preventing the spread of the virus, such as: 

1. The tests the cargo crew conducts before departing to the Netherlands / disembarking at in AMS/MST, 
2. If applicable the crew bubble at stopovers, and 

3. How the protocol and measures therein are monitored by the airline.  

The various options are illustrated in the scheme on the next page.  
 
If you want to apply for an alternative test protocol please send your strategy/protocol on company paper 
at ProjectCOVID-19LV@minienw.nl. The ministry will then review your proposal and approve or reject rout 
strategy. 
 

For more information provided by the Dutch government (in Dutch only): 
https://www.rijksoverheid.nl/ministeries/ministerie-van-volksgezondheid-welzijn-en-
sport/nieuws/2021/01/23/alternatief-protocol-voor-bemanning-luchtvaartmaatschappijen  
 
If you have any questions or doubts please contact the Dutch Ministry of Infrastructure and Water 
Management at the above email. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Disclaimer:  

• This information and links are only provided for your convenience and subject to changes due to the 
COVID-19 situation in the respective countries and at the airports in question.  

• Air Cargo Netherlands (ACN) gives no warranty and accepts no liability for the accuracy or the 
completeness of the information.  

• Under no circumstances ACN will be held responsible or liable in any way for any claims, damages, losses, 
expenses, costs or liabilities whatsoever.  

• Individual companies are responsible for their own protocol and compliancy with the rules set out by the 
Dutch government. 

 



 

 

Examples for alternative testing protocol for air crew disembarking at AMS/MST 

(Amsterdam Airport Schiphol or Maastricht Aachen Airport) 
 

 

 

 


