
The United Kingdom (UK) left the European Union (EU) on 

31 January 2020. A transition period in which the UK must 

comply with all EU rules and laws is now in place until  

31 December 2020. During the transition period the UK and 

the EU are continuing to negotiate their new relationship. 

This includes agreeing on how companies in the EU will be 

able to do business in, and with, the UK after the  

transition period. 

They will also negotiate on security cooperation.

The new relationship will only become clear when the 

negotiations are final at the end of the transition period. 
The new agreements will enter into force after the transition 
period, which will end on 31 December 2020. The EU 
countries must first approve these new agreements. If the UK 
and the EU are unable to reach an agreement, there will be a 
no-deal Brexit as of 1 January 2021. The transition period will 
not be extended. The option of an extension was contained 
in the withdrawal agreement, and the UK and the EU had 
until 1 July 2020 to agree on a possible extension.
In general terms, a no-deal Brexit means that the UK should 
be considered like any other non-EU country without 
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arrangements, in which case the more unfavourable rules of 
the World Trade Organisation (WTO) apply with, among other 
things, higher import duties. In case of a no-deal situation, 
several things will change for air cargo:
• A restriction of air transport rights.
• No mutual acknowledgment of safety certificates.
• More extensive border controls (‘One Stop Security’ is 

arranged, no matter the deal).
• Customs procedures.
• Extra inspections for veterinary and phytosanitary 

shipments.
• The expiration of Euro permits for transport to and from 

the UK.
• No more cabotage transport or transit through the UK to 

Ireland.

It is expected that the European Commission will, in case 
of an imminent no-deal Brexit, propose several emergency 
measures to temporarily guarantee the airway connections 

between the EU and the UK. In case of a no-deal Brexit, 
commercial treaties will at some point be concluded to 
simplify trade between the two regions.

Update from Customs

A thorough preparation for Brexit without on agreement at 1 January 2021 is, and remains, necessary. With or without a deal, as per  
1 January 2021 Customs formalities need to be fulfilled and declarations need to be made in the Customs systems for the trade  
with the UK. For agricultural shipments from and to third party countries such as the UK, additional  import, export and transit procedures 
also apply.

For the purpose of a possible no-deal Brexit, Customs has recruited, educated, and trained 928 FTEs, of which 90 FTEs will go to 
Customs Schiphol Cargo. No new activities are involved at Customs Schiphol Cargo. Within the current tasks, the number of activities 
will considerably increase as now the incoming and outgoing flow of goods from and to the UK must be handled by Customs. It is thus 
expected that the number of declaration bringing in, import and export, and going out will rise due to Brexit. This entails ample physical 
checks and additional administrative duties.
Brexit will affect Schiphol Oost because of the rising number of non-EU (N/EU) travellers. NN/EU travellers will also have the opportunity 
to reclaim any paid VAT (for goods with a value of EUR 50 and more) when leaving the EU. More information on this topic can be 
found here: 
https://www.belastingdienst.nl/wps/wcm/connect/bldcontenten/belastingdienst/individuals/abroad_and_customs/luggage/ 
leaving_the_netherlands/reclaiming_vat_on_export 

It cannot be excluded that Schiphol will be confronted with so-called ghost flights. Ghost flights are cargo flights that enter the EU 
through Schiphol that do not meet the legal obligations such as the electronic submission of the pre-arrival declaration. Lack of this 
information creates a considerable risk when looking at the entrance of undesired goods. A simplified procedure for declaration was 
developed this Summer for a fast and approachable way of declaring. Information can be found here: 
www.belastingdienst.nl/wps/wcm/connect/bldcontenten/belastingdienst/customs/customs-processes/entry_of_goods/

Update from National Coordinator for Security and Counterterrorism

Now that the UK has left the EU, the generally valid airway security regulations for non-EU countries are in force. The EU has established 
rules for the transition. The UK is included in the list of countries where they apply security standards equivalent to the common basic 
standards for aviation security. This means no additional checks are required. This applies to passengers, hand luggage, and checked 
baggage. For cargo, the responsibility for ACC3 and RA3 instructions passes to other Member States. Distribution mechanisms have been 
agreed upon here. It has also been agreed that the current ACC3 and RA3 status will not expire but will also transfer to the other Member 
States. These rules depend on the content of the final Brexit deal.
On the UK side, ‘technical notices’ have been drawn up providing insight into UK measures. For example, European freight security 
standards are recognised for freight from the EU to the UK. Conversely, the EU recognises UK freight security standards for freight from 
the UK to the EU. The British rules reflect EU regulation for cargo from the rest of the world. In the event of a no-deal Brexit, the UK will 
assign security indications to continue the smooth shipment of all cargo while maintaining existing security standards.
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HELPDESKS
There are presently several helpdesks at various organisations 
that companies can consult for their Brexit questions. 
Alongside the addresses stated below, Customs also advise 
any companies that have not yet finalised their preparations 
to visit www.hulpbijbrexit.nl, www.brexitloket.nl and/or  
www.douane.nl.  
On these websites, companies can learn via impact scans 
and toolkits if and which steps they still need to take to 
be well prepared for Brexit. The various helpdesks are in 
regular touch with each other to reconsolidate their advice 
in order to prevent people being sent from pillar to post. 
It is nevertheless recommended to consider your precise 
questions very well before consulting and check which 
organisation could be the best one to help you. During the 
days before and after the Brexit moment, the helpdesks will 
remain in touch with each other almost every day. 

USEFUL INFORMATION AND LINKS
• The www.brexitloket.nl website has the Brexit Impact 

Scan for companies. This scan immediately reveals any 
obstacles. When a certain step is not yet ready, you can 
directly connect to a webpage to put things straight.

• The Get Ready for Brexit website offers a mutual chain 
solution for fast transport through the Dutch ports after 
Brexit (https://www.getreadyforbrexit.eu).

• Portbase has developed an animation on how companies 
can quickly travel through the Dutch ports. The animation 
is available in Dutch, English, and German.
• Dutch version: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ESJ1bAGIr5k.
• English version: https://youtu.be/-05fs1UFVis.
• German version: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6EWc1T042iU.
• Brexit has its own magazine, full of inspiration, stories 

from companies, and handy to-do-lists. Download the 
E-magazine at www.brexitloket.nl.

• More Brexit information from Customs can be found at  
www.douane.nl/brexit.

• VNO-NCW and MKB Nederland have the portal  
www.hulpbijbrexit.nl with information and links to online 
sources.

• Additionally, nu.nl offers Brexit Wake-up calls  podcasts, 
 in which experts and entrepreneurs from different 
industries share experiences and provide tips.  
Listen to the eight podcasts on  
www.nu.nl/advertorial/advertorial-rijksoverheid-brexit.

Towards the end of the year, ACN will, in addition to the list 
above, also publish a factsheet, including a complete list of 
useful addresses and links.

Update from Dutch Food and Consumer Product Safety Authority (NVWA)

There is still great concern about the preparations of Dutch companies in the NVWA sector. Despite the fact that additional time has been 
gained by the transition year, it looks like importing and exporting companies are only taking alarm the past few weeks. Unfortunately, 
NVWA will unlikely be able to individually help each company in these final weeks. These companies should consult the NVWA’s website. 
A positive image can be seen with regard to the level of preparation of service-providing organisations.
In case of a no-deal Brexit, goods that will be exported to the UK must meet the UK rules that apply for those goods. What should not be 
forgotten is that this also counts for goods that are currently on stock, waiting for shipment after 1 January. There is a chance that these 
goods will then no longer be allowed to be easily imported into the UK.
The uncertainty on the part of the UK is unfortunately affecting everyone, which is why it is so important to be well prepared. Government 
employees in this field are not the cause of the problems and should therefore at all times be treated respectfully. The NVWA stresses the 
fact that it is important that companies, representatives, and governments work together constructively in the initial transfer period, and 
also after 1 January 2021, to efficiently solve any ambiguities. The NWVA asks ACN members to share possible points of interest with the 
NVWA’s Brexit team via the ACN to generate structured, and where possible, smooth practical solutions.
Just like Customs, the NVWA is lately seeing a lot of cargo packages offered through the Netherlands that are usually not shipped via this 
country. This growing amount of cargo causes additional pressure, as preparations have always been based on the current cargo volumes 
to and from the UK. Apart from this, there is a great shortage in veterinarians. This will make it very challenging to execute inspections of 
the additional volumes within the normal timeframe.

Update from Cargonaut

Brexit is not an issue for Cargonaut’s processes, as a lot of goods are already transported to and from non-EU countries. The UK will be 
labeled as a non-EU country after Brexit and will automatically enter the process that applies to non-EU countries. Cargonaut is taking care 
of the declarations of a large amount of air freight carriers for bringing in goods. The EORI number of the specific carrier is used for this 
task. Air freight carriers with just a UK EORI number must apply for a new one in one of the EU countries, as this UK number will no longer 
be valid.  Cargonaut is thus in direct contact with its member carriers. Carriers with UK EORI numbers affiliated with somewhere else must 
apply for a new EORI number and should inform their service provider of this new number.

Final call:  
A good preparation for Brexit is urgent, as 31 December 2020 is approaching upon us faster  

than one might expect!

https://hulpbijbrexit.nl
https://www.brexitloket.nl
https://www.belastingdienst.nl/wps/wcm/connect/nl/douane/douane
http://www.brexitloket.nl
https://www.getreadyforbrexit.eu
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ESJ1bAGIr5k
https://youtu.be/-05fs1UFVis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6EWc1T042iU
http://www.douane.nl/brexit
http://www.hulpbijbrexit.nl

