
INFO NOTE AIR CARGO NETHERLANDS  

 

 

 

Air cargo: Essential occupations - Scope 

 

Employers in the air cargo chain are querying whether they form part of a vital process or if 

their employees are undertaking essential work. 

 

Following the outbreak of the COVID-19 virus the Netherlands Government determined that 

there are essential professions and vital processes that must be maintained: 

https:/www.rijksoverheid.nl/onderwerpen/coronavirus-covid-19/veelgestelde-vragen-over-

coronavirus-en-kinderopvang/cruciale-beroepen 

 

The Government’s list includes, among others:  

- Health care industry, including the production and transport of medicines and 

medical equipment 

- Food chain: The food processing industry and food transportation 

- Flight and aircraft operations 

 

Based on this, consultations with the Ministry of Infrastructure and Water Management and 

an interpretation from the Harbour Master of the Port of Rotterdam 

(https://www.deltalinqs.nl/wat-zijn-vitale-processen-en-beroepen-in-de-haven), we may 

conclude that the logistical processes in the air cargo chain for the handling of vital cargo fall 

under the provisions listed for essential occupations and that, in principle, this includes: 

- air cargo handling and directly related logistical processes, and 

- related hinterland transport processes and warehousing 

Indeed, if the chain process as a whole were not to be carried out, the airport would 

become congested (inbound and outbound) as well as shortages developing in the market.  

 

It is vital that all processes in the air cargo handling chain proceed and we therefore 

consider that the occupational groups employed in these chain processes, i.e. all the people 

filling indispensable roles to enable these processes, should be eligible for child care during 

the COVID-19 outbreak. 

 

We should warn you, however, that this is ACN’s interpretation and no guarantee or legal 

right can be derived from this interpretation. We should also emphasise that during this 

crisis we must all take personal responsibility and use our common sense. 

 

Developments around the COVID-19 epidemic are evolving rapidly. It is therefore quite 

possible that the above list will be amended. Monitor both the website and the ACN Linkedin 

page regularly. 


